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We aim to improve our understanding of the historical context and
theological content of the Westminster, Savoy, Second London, and
Belgic Confessions of Faith, which we believe to be an accurate
summary statement of the chief doctrines of the Christian religion.

 
The purpose is to:

Support reformed pastors and elders in orthodox understanding of
our confession;

1.

Give an opportunity for church leaders and congregants to access
in-person advanced learning and take a deep dive into
confessional theologies;

2.

Promote unity among our local reformed congregations by
fostering collegial relations

3.

CONFERENCE 
VISION & PURPOSE

NETWORK: CHILLIWACKFRC 

PASSWORD: 6047952855
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Session Time (PST) Title Presenter

1 - 2  PM Registration

2:00 PM Welcome and Key Information for the Conference

2:15 PM
Confessing our Faith: An Engaging Overview of the

Second London Confession of Faith Jim Renihan

3:00 PM BREAK #1

3:15 PM
Unveiling the Heart of the Bible: Jesus Christ as the

Scope of Scripture Richard Barcellos

4:00 PM BREAK #2

4:15 PM Upholding the Truth: A Robust Defense of the Scriptures Jim Renihan

5:00 PM DINNER - FRC & FGBC

7:00 PM
Fostering Brotherhood: The Uniting Power of our

Reformed Confessions Jim Renihan

Session Time (PST) Title Presenter

8:30 AM Investigating the Inspired Word: Confessional Guidelines
for Scripture Interpretation

Richard Barcellos

9:15 AM BREAK #1

9:30 AM Interpreting the Sacred Text: Further Explorations in
Scripture Interpretation

Richard Barcellos

10:15 AM BREAK #2

10:30 AM Q&A and Panel Discussion

12:00 PM End of Conference

D
ay

 1
: 2

6 
A

pr
il

D
ay

 2
: 2

7 
A

pr
il 

SCHEDULE
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HYMN 403. GLORIOUS THINGS
OF THEE ARE SPOKEN

1 Glorious things of thee are spoken,
 Zion, city of our God;
 he whose word cannot be broken
 formed thee for his own abode;
 on the Rock of Ages founded,
 what can shake thy sure repose?
 With salvation's walls surrounded,
 thou may'st smile at all thy foes.

2 See the streams of living waters,
 springing from eternal love,
 well supply thy sons and daughters,
 and all fear of want remove;
 who can faint while such a river
 ever flows their thirst t'assuage?
 Grace, which like the Lord, the giver,
 never fails from age to age.

3 Round each habitation hov'ring,
 see the cloud and fire appear
 for a glory and a cov'ring,
 showing that the Lord is near;
 thus deriving from their banner
 light by night and shade by day,
 safe they feed upon the manna
 which he gives them when they pray.

4 Savior, if of Zion's city
 I, thro' grace, a member am,
 let the world deride or pity,
 I will glory in thy name;
 fading is the worldling's pleasure,
 all his boasted pomp and show;
 solid joys and lasting treasure
 none but Zion's children know. AMEN

TUNE: AUSTRIAN HYMN
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Dr. Jim Renihan 

James M. Renihan is President of
International Reformed Baptist Seminary,
Mansfield, TX. He has been married to
Lynne for 45 years; they have five adult
children and twelve grandchildren.

SPEAKERS

Dr. Richard Barcellos 

Richard C. Barcellos is pastor of Grace
Reformed Baptist Church, Palmdale, CA,

and Associate Professor of Exegetical
Theology at International Reformed

Baptist Seminary. He has been married to
Nanette for 37 years, has five adult

children, and five grandchildren.
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FULL CONFESSIONS

SECOND LONDON BAPTIST CONFESSION  (1689)

WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH (WCF)

BELGIC CONFESSION OF FAITH (BCF)

WCF/1689/BELGIC SIDE-BY-SIDE COMPARISON

Scan here to find all of the resources. 
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, J
on

ah
, M

ica
h,

N
ah

um
, H

ab
ak

ku
k, 

Ze
ph

an
iah

, H
ag

ga
i, Z

ec
ha

ria
h,

M
al

ac
hi

OF
 T

HE
 N

EW
 T

ES
TA

M
EN

T: 
Th

e 
Go

sp
el

s a
cc

or
di

ng
to

 M
at

th
ew

, M
ar

k, 
Lu

ke
, J

oh
n, 

Th
e 

Ac
ts

 o
f t

he
Ap

os
tle

s, 
Pa

ul
's 

Ep
ist

le
s t

o 
th

e 
Ro

m
an

s, 
I

Co
rin

th
ian

s, 
II C

or
int

hia
ns

, G
al

at
ian

s, 
Ep

he
sia

ns
,

Ph
ilip

pi
an

s, 
Co

lo
ss

ian
s, 

I T
he

ss
al

on
ian

s, 
II

Th
es

sa
lo

nia
ns

, I 
Ti

m
ot

hy
, II

 T
im

ot
hy

, T
itu

s, 
Ph

ile
m

on
,

Th
e 

Ep
ist

le
 to

 th
e 

He
br

ew
s, 

Th
e 

Ep
ist

le
 o

f J
am

es
,

Th
e 

Fir
st

 an
d 

Se
co

nd
 E

pi
st

le
s o

f P
et

er
, T

he
 F

irs
t

Se
co

nd
, a

nd
 T

hir
d 

Ep
ist

le
s o

f J
oh

n, 
Th

e 
Ep

ist
le

 

2. 
Un

de
r t

he
 n

am
e 

of
 H

ol
y S

cr
ip

tu
re

, o
r t

he
 W

or
d 

of
Go

d 
w

rit
te

n, 
ar

e 
no

w
 co

nt
ain

ed
 al

l th
e 

bo
ok

s o
f t

he
Ol

d 
an

d 
N

ew
 T

es
ta

m
en

ts
, w

hic
h 

ar
e 

th
es

e:

OF
 T

HE
 O

LD
 T

ES
TA

M
EN

T: 
Ge

ne
sis

, E
xo

du
s,

Le
vit

icu
s, 

N
um

be
rs

, D
eu

te
ro

no
m

y, 
Jo

sh
ua

, J
ud

ge
s,

Ru
th

, I 
Sa

m
ue

l, I
I S

am
ue

l, I
 K

ing
s, 

II K
ing

s, 
I

Ch
ro

nic
le

s, 
II C

hr
on

icl
es

, E
zr

a, 
N

eh
em

iah
, E

st
he

r,
Jo

b,
 P

sa
lm

s, 
Pr

ov
er

bs
, E

cc
le

sia
st

es
, T

he
 S

on
g 

of
So

lo
m

on
, Is

aia
h, 

Je
re

m
iah

, L
am

en
ta

tio
ns

, E
ze

kie
l,

Da
nie

l, H
os

ea
, J

oe
l, A

m
os

, O
ba

di
ah

, J
on

ah
, M

ica
h,

N
ah

um
, H

ab
ak

ku
k, 

Ze
ph

an
iah

, H
ag

ga
i, Z

ec
ha

ria
h,

M
al

ac
hi

OF
 T

HE
 N

EW
 T

ES
TA

M
EN

T: 
M

at
th

ew
, M

ar
k, 

Lu
ke

,
Jo

hn
, T

he
 A

ct
s o

f t
he

 A
po

st
le

s, 
Pa

ul
's 

Ep
ist

le
 to

 th
e

Ro
m

an
s, 

I C
or

int
hia

ns
, II

 C
or

int
hia

ns
, G

al
at

ian
s,

Ep
he

sia
ns

, P
hil

ip
pi

an
s, 

Co
lo

ss
ian

s, 
I T

he
ss

al
on

ian
s, 

II
Th

es
sa

lo
nia

ns
, I 

Ti
m

ot
hy

, II
 T

im
ot

hy
, T

itu
s, 

Ph
ile

m
on

,
Th

e 
Ep

ist
le

 to
 th

e 
He

br
ew

s, 
Th

e 
Ep

ist
le

 o
f J

am
es

,
Th

e 
Fir

st
 an

d 
Se

co
nd

 E
pi

st
le

s o
f P

et
er

, T
he

 F
irs

t,
Se

co
nd

, a
nd

 T
hir

d 
Ep

ist
le

s o
f J

oh
n, 

Th
e 

Ep
ist

le
 o

f
Ju

de
, T

he
 R

ev
el

at
ion

Ar
tic

le
 4:

 T
he

 C
an

on
ica

l B
oo

ks

W
e 

inc
lu

de
 in

 th
e 

Ho
ly

 S
cr

ip
tu

re
 th

e 
tw

o 
vo

lu
m

es
of

 th
e 

Ol
d 

an
d 

N
ew

 T
es

ta
m

en
ts

. T
he

y a
re

ca
no

nic
al

 b
oo

ks
 w

ith
 w

hic
h 

th
er

e 
ca

n 
be

 n
o 

qu
ar

re
l

at
 al

l.

In
 th

e 
ch

ur
ch

 o
f G

od
 th

e 
lis

t is
 as

 fo
llo

w
s: 

In
 th

e 
Ol

d
Te

st
am

en
t, t

he
 fiv

e 
bo

ok
s o

f M
os

es
--

 G
en

es
is,

Ex
od

us
, L

ev
itic

us
, N

um
be

rs
, D

eu
te

ro
no

m
y; 

th
e

bo
ok

s o
f J

os
hu

a, 
Ju

dg
es

, a
nd

 R
ut

h; 
th

e 
tw

o 
bo

ok
s

of
 S

am
ue

l, a
nd

 tw
o 

of
 K

ing
s; 

th
e 

tw
o 

bo
ok

s o
f

Ch
ro

nic
le

s, 
ca

lle
d 

Pa
ra

lip
om

en
on

; th
e 

fir
st

 b
oo

k o
f

Ez
ra

; N
eh

em
iah

, E
st

he
r, J

ob
; th

e 
Ps

al
m

s o
f D

av
id

;
th

e 
th

re
e 

bo
ok

s o
f S

ol
om

on
--

 P
ro

ve
rb

s,
Ec

cl
es

ias
te

s, 
an

d 
th

e 
So

ng
; th

e 
fo

ur
 m

ajo
r

pr
op

he
ts

--
 Is

aia
h, 

Je
re

m
iah

, E
ze

kie
l, D

an
iel

; a
nd

th
en

 th
e 

ot
he

r t
w

el
ve

 m
ino

r p
ro

ph
et

s-
- H

os
ea

, J
oe

l,
Am

os
, O

ba
di

ah
, J

on
ah

, M
ica

h, 
N

ah
um

, H
ab

ak
ku

k,
Ze

ph
an

iah
, H

ag
ga

i, Z
ec

ha
ria

h, 
M

al
ac

hi.

In
 th

e 
N

ew
 T

es
ta

m
en

t, t
he

 fo
ur

 g
os

pe
ls-

- M
at

th
ew

,
M

ar
k, 

Lu
ke

, a
nd

 Jo
hn

; th
e 

Ac
ts

 o
f t

he
 A

po
st

le
s; 

8



of
 Ju

de
, T

he
 R

ev
el

at
ion

.

Al
l w

hic
h 

ar
e 

gi
ve

n 
by

 in
sp

ira
tio

n 
of

 G
od

, to
 b

e 
th

e
ru

le
 o

f f
ait

h 
an

d 
life

.

Al
l o

f w
hic

h 
ar

e 
gi

ve
n 

by
 th

e 
ins

pi
ra

tio
n 

of
 G

od
, to

be
 th

e 
ru

le
 o

f f
ait

h 
an

d 
life

.

3. 
Th

e 
bo

ok
s c

om
m

on
ly

 ca
lle

d 
Ap

oc
ry

ph
a, 

no
t

be
ing

 o
f d

ivi
ne

 in
sp

ira
tio

n, 
ar

e 
no

 p
ar

t o
f t

he
 C

an
on

of
 S

cr
ip

tu
re

; a
nd

 th
er

ef
or

e 
ar

e 
of

 n
o 

au
th

or
ity

 in
 th

e
Ch

ur
ch

 o
f G

od
, n

or
 to

 b
e 

an
y o

th
er

w
ise

 ap
pr

ov
ed

,
or

 m
ad

e 
us

e 
of

, th
an

 o
th

er
 h

um
an

 w
rit

ing
s.

3. 
Th

e 
bo

ok
s c

om
m

on
ly

 ca
lle

d 
Ap

oc
ry

ph
a, 

no
t

be
ing

 o
f d

ivi
ne

 in
sp

ira
tio

n, 
ar

e 
no

 p
ar

t o
f t

he
 ca

no
n

or
 ru

le
 o

f t
he

 S
cr

ip
tu

re
, a

nd
, th

er
ef

or
e, 

ar
e 

of
 n

o
au

th
or

ity
 to

 th
e 

ch
ur

ch
 o

f G
od

, n
or

 to
 b

e 
an

y
ot

he
rw

ise
 ap

pr
ov

ed
 o

r m
ad

e 
us

e 
of

 th
an

 o
th

er
hu

m
an

 w
rit

ing
s.

Ar
tic

le
 6

: T
he

 D
iff

er
en

ce
 B

et
w

ee
n 

Ca
no

ni
ca

l a
nd

Ap
oc

ry
ph

al
 B

oo
ks

W
e 

di
st

ing
ui

sh
 b

et
w

ee
n 

th
es

e 
ho

ly
 b

oo
ks

 an
d 

th
e

ap
oc

ry
ph

al
 o

ne
s, 

w
hic

h 
ar

e 
th

e 
th

ird
 an

d 
fo

ur
th

bo
ok

s o
f E

sd
ra

s; 
th

e 
bo

ok
s o

f T
ob

it, 
Ju

di
th

,
W

isd
om

, J
es

us
 S

ira
ch

, B
ar

uc
h; 

w
ha

t w
as

 ad
de

d 
to

th
e 

St
or

y o
f E

st
he

r; t
he

 S
on

g 
of

 th
e 

Th
re

e 
Ch

ild
re

n
in 

th
e 

Fu
rn

ac
e; 

th
e 

St
or

y o
f S

us
an

na
h; 

th
e 

St
or

y o
f

Be
ll a

nd
 th

e 
Dr

ag
on

; th
e 

Pr
ay

er
 o

f M
an

as
se

h; 
an

d
th

e 
tw

o 
bo

ok
s o

f M
ac

ca
be

es
.

Th
e 

ch
ur

ch
 m

ay
 ce

rta
inl

y r
ea

d 
th

es
e 

bo
ok

s a
nd

le
ar

n 
fro

m
 th

em
 as

 fa
r a

s t
he

y a
gr

ee
 w

ith
 th

e
ca

no
nic

al
 b

oo
ks

. B
ut

 th
ey

 d
o 

no
t h

av
e 

su
ch

 p
ow

er
an

d 
vir

tu
e 

th
at

 o
ne

 co
ul

d 
co

nf
irm

 fr
om

 th
eir

te
st

im
on

y a
ny

 p
oi

nt
 o

f f
ait

h 
or

 o
f t

he
 C

hr
ist

ian
re

lig
io

n. 
M

uc
h 

le
ss

 ca
n 

th
ey

 d
et

ra
ct

 fr
om

 th
e

au
th

or
ity

 o
f t

he
 o

th
er

 h
ol

y b
oo

ks
.

th
e 

fo
ur

te
en

 le
tte

rs
 o

f P
au

l--
 to

 th
e 

Ro
m

an
s; 

th
e

tw
o 

le
tte

rs
 to

 th
e 

Co
rin

th
ian

s; 
to

 th
e 

Ga
la

tia
ns

,
Ep

he
sia

ns
, P

hil
ip

pi
an

s, 
an

d 
Co

lo
ss

ian
s; 

th
e 

tw
o

le
tte

rs
 to

 th
e 

Th
es

sa
lo

nia
ns

; th
e 

tw
o 

le
tte

rs
 to

Ti
m

ot
hy

; to
 T

itu
s, 

Ph
ile

m
on

, a
nd

 to
 th

e 
He

br
ew

s;
th

e 
se

ve
n 

le
tte

rs
 o

f t
he

 o
th

er
 ap

os
tle

s-
- o

ne
 o

f
Ja

m
es

; tw
o 

of
 P

et
er

; th
re

e 
of

 Jo
hn

; o
ne

 o
f J

ud
e; 

an
d

th
e 

Re
ve

la
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

ap
os

tle
 Jo

hn
.
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4. 
Th

e 
au

th
or

ity
 o

f t
he

 h
ol

y S
cr

ip
tu

re
, fo

r w
hic

h 
it

ou
gh

t t
o 

be
 b

el
iev

ed
 an

d 
ob

ey
ed

, d
ep

en
de

th
 n

ot
up

on
 th

e 
te

st
im

on
y o

f a
ny

 m
an

 o
r C

hu
rc

h, 
bu

t
w

ho
lly

 u
po

n 
Go

d 
(w

ho
 is

 tr
ut

h 
its

el
f), 

th
e 

Au
th

or
th

er
eo

f; a
nd

 th
er

ef
or

e 
it i

s t
o 

be
 re

ce
ive

d,
 b

ec
au

se
 it

is 
th

e 
W

or
d 

of
 G

od
.

4. 
Th

e 
au

th
or

ity
 o

f t
he

 H
ol

y S
cr

ip
tu

re
, fo

r w
hic

h 
it

ou
gh

t t
o 

be
 b

el
iev

ed
, d

ep
en

de
th

 n
ot

 u
po

n 
th

e
te

st
im

on
y o

f a
ny

 m
an

 o
r c

hu
rc

h, 
bu

t w
ho

lly
 u

po
n

Go
d 

(w
ho

 is
 tr

ut
h 

its
el

f), 
th

e 
au

th
or

 th
er

eo
f;

th
er

ef
or

e 
it i

s t
o 

be
 re

ce
ive

d 
be

ca
us

e 
it i

s t
he

 W
or

d
of

 G
od

.

5. 
W

e 
m

ay
 b

e 
m

ov
ed

 an
d 

ind
uc

ed
 b

y t
he

te
st

im
on

y o
f t

he
 C

hu
rc

h 
to

 an
 h

ig
h 

an
d 

re
ve

re
nt

es
te

em
 o

f t
he

 h
ol

y S
cr

ip
tu

re
; a

nd
 th

e 
he

av
en

lin
es

s
of

 th
e 

m
at

te
r, t

he
 e

ffi
ca

cy
 o

f t
he

 d
oc

tri
ne

, th
e

m
aje

st
y o

f t
he

 st
yl

e, 
th

e 
co

ns
en

t o
f a

ll t
he

 p
ar

ts
, th

e
sc

op
e 

of
 th

e 
w

ho
le

 (w
hic

h 
is 

to
 g

ive
 al

l g
lo

ry
 to

Go
d)

, th
e 

fu
ll d

isc
ov

er
y i

t m
ak

es
 o

f t
he

 o
nl

y w
ay

 o
f

m
an

's 
sa

lva
tio

n, 
th

e 
m

an
y o

th
er

 in
co

m
pa

ra
bl

e
ex

ce
lle

nc
ies

, a
nd

 th
e 

en
tir

e 
pe

rfe
ct

io
n 

th
er

eo
f, a

re
ar

gu
m

en
ts

 w
he

re
by

 it 
do

th
 ab

un
da

nt
ly

 e
vid

en
ce

its
el

f t
o 

be
 th

e 
W

or
d 

of
 G

od
; y

et
, n

ot
w

ith
st

an
di

ng
,

ou
r f

ul
l p

er
su

as
io

n 
an

d 
as

su
ra

nc
e 

of
 th

e 
inf

al
lib

le
tru

th
 an

d 
di

vin
e 

au
th

or
ity

 th
er

eo
f, i

s f
ro

m
 th

e 
inw

ar
d

w
or

k o
f t

he
 H

ol
y S

pi
rit

, b
ea

rin
g 

w
itn

es
s b

y a
nd

 w
ith

th
e 

W
or

d 
in 

ou
r h

ea
rts

.

5. 
W

e 
m

ay
 b

e 
m

ov
ed

 an
d 

ind
uc

ed
 b

y t
he

te
st

im
on

y o
f t

he
 ch

ur
ch

 o
f G

od
 to

 an
 h

ig
h 

an
d

re
ve

re
nt

 e
st

ee
m

 o
f t

he
 H

ol
y S

cr
ip

tu
re

s; 
an

d 
th

e
he

av
en

lin
es

s o
f t

he
 m

at
te

r, t
he

 e
ffi

ca
cy

 o
f t

he
do

ct
rin

e, 
an

d 
th

e 
m

aje
st

y o
f t

he
 st

yl
e, 

th
e 

co
ns

en
t

of
 al

l th
e 

pa
rts

, th
e 

sc
op

e 
of

 th
e 

w
ho

le
 (w

hic
h 

is 
to

gi
ve

 al
l g

lo
ry

 to
 G

od
), t

he
 fu

ll d
isc

ov
er

y i
t m

ak
es

 o
f

th
e 

on
ly

 w
ay

 o
f m

an
's 

sa
lva

tio
n, 

an
d 

m
an

y o
th

er
inc

om
pa

ra
bl

e 
ex

ce
lle

nc
ies

, a
nd

 e
nt

ire
 p

er
fe

ct
io

ns
th

er
eo

f, a
re

 ar
gu

m
en

ts
 w

he
re

by
 it 

do
th

 ab
un

da
nt

ly
ev

id
en

ce
 its

el
f t

o 
be

 th
e 

W
or

d 
of

 G
od

; y
et

no
tw

ith
st

an
di

ng
, o

ur
 fu

ll p
er

su
as

ion
 an

d 
as

su
ra

nc
e

of
 th

e 
inf

al
lib

le
 tr

ut
h, 

an
d 

di
vin

e 
au

th
or

ity
 th

er
eo

f, i
s

fro
m

 th
e 

inw
ar

d 
w

or
k o

f t
he

 H
ol

y S
pi

rit
 b

ea
rin

g
w

itn
es

s b
y a

nd
 w

ith
 th

e 
W

or
d 

in 
ou

r h
ea

rts
.

Ar
tic

le
 5:

 T
he

 A
ut

ho
rit

y o
f S

cr
ip

tu
re

W
e 

re
ce

ive
 al

l th
es

e 
bo

ok
s a

nd
 th

es
e 

on
ly

 as
 h

ol
y

an
d 

ca
no

nic
al

, fo
r t

he
 re

gu
la

tin
g,

 fo
un

di
ng

, a
nd

es
ta

bl
ish

ing
 o

f o
ur

 fa
ith

.

An
d 

w
e 

be
lie

ve
 w

ith
ou

t a
 d

ou
bt

 al
l th

ing
s

co
nt

ain
ed

 in
 th

em
--

 n
ot

 so
 m

uc
h 

be
ca

us
e 

th
e

ch
ur

ch
 re

ce
ive

s a
nd

 ap
pr

ov
es

 th
em

 as
 su

ch
 b

ut
ab

ov
e 

al
l b

ec
au

se
 th

e 
Ho

ly
 S

pi
rit

 te
st

ifie
s i

n 
ou

r
he

ar
ts

 th
at

 th
ey

 ar
e 

fro
m

 G
od

, a
nd

 al
so

 b
ec

au
se

th
ey

 p
ro

ve
 th

em
se

lve
s t

o 
be

 fr
om

 G
od

.

Fo
r e

ve
n 

th
e 

bl
ind

 th
em

se
lve

s a
re

 ab
le

 to
 se

e 
th

at
th

e 
th

ing
s p

re
di

ct
ed

 in
 th

em
 d

o 
ha

pp
en

.

Ar
tic

le
 3:

 T
he

 W
rit

te
n 

W
or

d 
of

 G
od

W
e 

co
nf

es
s t

ha
t t

his
 W

or
d 

of
 G

od
 w

as
 n

ot
 se

nt
 n

or
de

liv
er

ed
 b

y t
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PSALM 148B. HALLELUJAH,
PRAISE JEHOVAH

1 Hallelujah, praise Jehovah,
 from the heavens praise his name;
 praise Jehovah in the highest,
 all his angels, praise proclaim.
 All his hosts, together praise him,
 sun and moon and stars on high;
 praise him, O you heav'ns of heavens,
 and you floods above the sky.

Refrain:
 Let them praises give Jehovah,
 for his name alone is high,
 and his glory is exalted,
 and his glory is exalted,
 and his glory is exalted
 far above the earth and sky.

2 Let them praises give Jehovah,
 they were made at his command;
 them forever he established,
 his decree shall ever stand.
 From the earth O praise Jehovah,
 all you seas, you monsters all,
 fire and hail and snow and vapors,
 stormy winds that hear his call. [Refrain]

3 All you fruitful trees and cedars,
 all you hills and mountains high,
 creeping things and beasts and cattle,
 birds that in the heavens fly,
 kings of earth and all you people,
 princes great, earth's judges all,
 praise his name, young men and maidens,
 aged men and children small. [Refrain] AMEN.

TUNE: PRAISE JEHOVAH
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SESSION 1
Confessing our Faith: An Engaging Overview of the 

Second London Confession of Faith
Dr. James Renihan will provide a helpful overview of the Second London Confession of 1677/89.
The lecture will provide the historical context in which our theological forefathers produced this
lasting, and most orthodox statement of the Christian faith. Dr. Renihan will also provide an overview
of the theological content of the Confession to demonstrate its systematic treatment of the faith,
along with a helpful outline to aid the reader in understanding, not only the content of the specific
chapters, but how the Confession functions together as a whole.
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HYMN 447 - CHRIST, OF ALL MY
HOPES THE GROUND

1 Christ, of all my hopes the ground,
 Christ, the spring of all my joy,
 still in you may I be found,
 still for you my pow'rs employ,
 still for you my pow'rs employ.

2 Let your love my heart inflame;
 keep your fear before my sight;
 be your praise my highest aim;
 be your smile my chief delight,
 be your smile my chief delight.

3 Fountain of o'erflowing grace,
 freely from your fullness give;
 'til I close my earthly race,
 may I prove it "Christ to live,"
 may I prove it "Christ to live."

4 Firmly trusting in your blood,
 nothing shall my heart confound;
 safely I shall pass the flood,
 safely reach Immanuel's ground,
 safely reach Immanuel's ground.

5 Thus, O thus, an entrance give
 to the land of cloudless sky;
 having known it "Christ to live,"
 let me know it "gain to die,"
 let me know it "gain to die." AMEN

TUNE: HENDON
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SESSION 2
Unveiling the Heart of the Bible:

Jesus Christ as the Scope of Scripture
Dr. Richard Barcellos will provide a helpful treatment on the words “the scope of the whole” which
are found in chapter 1, paragraph 5 of the Confession. He will conduct a survey of relevant historical
theology to demonstrate that older divines understood this to be a reference to the Lord Jesus
Christ, specifically salvation by grace through faith in the only Redeemer of God’s elect. He will then
demonstrate the validity of this position from the Scriptures of both the Old and New Testaments.
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HYMN 244 - A MIGHTY
FORTRESS IS OUR GOD

1 A mighty fortress is our God,
 a bulwark never failing;
 our helper he, amid the flood
 of mortal ills prevailing.
 For still our ancient foe
 doth seek to work us woe;
 his craft and power are great,
 and armed with cruel hate,
 on earth is not his equal.

2 Did we in our own strength confide,
 our striving would be losing;
 were not the right man on our side,
 the man of God's own choosing.
 Dost ask who that may be?
 Christ Jesus, it is he,
 Lord Sabaoth his name,
 from age to age the same,
 and he must win the battle.

3 And though this world, with devils filled,
 should threaten to undo us,
 we will not fear, for God hath willed
 his truth to triumph through us.
 The prince of darkness grim,
 we tremble not for him;
 his rage we can endure,
 for lo, his doom is sure;
 one little word shall fell him.

4 That Word above all earthly pow'rs,
 no thanks to them, abideth;
 the Spirit and the gifts are ours
 through him who with us sideth.
 Let goods and kindred go,
 this mortal life also;
 the body they may kill:
 God's truth abideth still;
 his kingdom is forever. AMEN TUNE: HENDON
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SESSION 3
Upholding the Truth:

A Robust Defense of the Scriptures
Dr. James Renihan will demonstrate that confessions of faith are not additions to the authority of
Holy Scripture but are in fact articulations of the teaching of Holy Scripture. The church throughout
its ages has always sought to provide helpful summaries of the Christian faith to assist the people of
God in their understanding of Scripture, but also to provide a defense against the enemies of the
church (both internal and external) that have sought to undermine the teaching of Holy Scripture.
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HYMN 243 - HOW FIRM A
FOUNDATION

1 How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord,
 is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
 What more can he say than to you he has said,
 to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

2 "Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed;
 for I am your God, and will still give you aid;
 I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

3 "When through the deep waters I call you to go,
 the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
 for I will be with you, your troubles to bless,
 and sanctify to you your deepest distress.

4 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
 my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply;
 the flame shall not hurt you; I only design
 your dross to consume and your gold to refine.

5 "E'en down to old age all my people shall prove
 my sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love;
 and when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn,
 like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne.

6 "The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
 I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
 that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
 I'll never, no never, no never forsake." AMEN

TUNE: FOUNDATION
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HYMN 405 - I LOVE THY
KINGDOM, LORD

1 I love thy kingdom, Lord,
 the house of thine abode,
 the church our blest Redeemer saved
 with his own precious blood.

2 I love thy church, O God:
 her walls before thee stand,
 dear as the apple of thine eye
 and graven on thy hand.

3 For her my tears shall fall,
 for her my prayers ascend;
 to her my cares and toils be giv'n,
 'til toils and cares shall end.

4 Beyond my highest joy
 I prize her heav'nly ways,
 her sweet communion, solemn vows,
 her hymns of love and praise.

5 Jesus, thou Friend divine,
 our Savior and our King,
 thy hand from ev'ry snare and foe
 shall great deliv'rance bring.

6 Sure as thy truth shall last,
 to Zion shall be giv'n
 the brightest glories earth can yield,
 and brighter bliss of heav'n. AMEN

TUNE: ST. THOMAS
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SESSION 4
Fostering Brotherhood: 

The Uniting Power of our Reformed Confessions
Dr. James Renihan will show that the Second London Confession of Faith of 1677/89 does not exist
in a vacuum but is the contribution of our Baptist forefathers to the stream of creedal and
confessional theology throughout the entirety of the church. He will show that the Second London
Confession of 1677/89 was constructed with great dependence upon the Westminster Confession
of Faith (Presbyterians) and the Savoy Declaration of Faith (Independents). Dr. Renihan will also
show the solidarity between the Second London Confession and the Three Forms of Unity used in
the Dutch Reformed tradition.
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PSALM 134 - COME, BLESS THE
LORD WITH ONE ACCORD

1 Come, bless the LORD with one accord,
 you faithful servants of the LORD,
 who in his house do stand by night,
 and praise him there with all your might.

2 Lift up your hands, in prayer draw nigh
 unto his sanctuary high;
 O bless the LORD, kneel at his feet,
 and worship him with rev'rence meet.

3 The LORD now bless you from above,
 from Zion in his boundless love;
 our God, who heav'n and earth did frame,
 blest be his great and holy name. AMEN

TUNE: GENEVAN 134 (OLD HUNDREDTH)
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PSALM 138B - WITH GRATEFUL
HEART MY THANKS I BRING

1 With grateful heart my thanks I bring,
 before the great your praise I sing;
 I worship in your holy place
 and praise you for your truth and grace;
 for truth and grace together shine
 in your most holy word divine,
 in your most holy word divine.

2 I cried to you, and you did save;
 your word of grace new courage gave;
 the kings of earth shall thank you, Lord,
 for they have heard your wondrous word;
 yea, they shall come with songs of praise,
 for great and glorious are your ways,
 for great and glorious are your ways.

3 O Lord, enthroned in glory bright,
 you reign above in heav'nly height;
 the proud in vain your favor seek
 but you have mercy for the meek;
 through trouble though my pathway be,
 you will revive and strengthen me,
 you will revive and strengthen me.

4 You will stretch forth your mighty arm
 to save me when my foes alarm;
 the work you have for me begun
 shall by your grace be fully done;
 your mercy shall forever be;
 O Lord, my Maker, think on me,
 O Lord, my Maker think on me. AMEN

TUNE: SOLID ROCK

29



SESSION 5
Investigating the Inspired Word:

Confessional Guidelines for Scripture Interpretation
Chapter 1, paragraph 9 of our Confession deals with the subject of the interpretation of Holy
Scripture. Our forebears utilized principles of interpretation that predated them and the Reformers.
Both the analogy of Scripture and the analogy of faith were not invented during the era of the
Reformation. In fact, the Reformed followed the early church fathers and the fathers followed
Scripture itself. Lectures 5 and 6 will cover these and other related issues, such as Scripture’s use of
itself and what that teaches us about interpreting Scripture today.
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HYMN 431 - AND CAN IT BE
THAT I SHOULD GAIN

1 And can it be that I should gain
 an int'rest in the Savior's blood?
 Died he for me, who caused his pain?
 For me, who him to death pursued?
 Amazing love! How can it be
 that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

Refrain:
 Amazing love! How can it be
 that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

2 'Tis myst'ry all! Th'Immortal dies:
 who can explore his strange design?
 In vain the first-born seraph tries
 to sound the depths of love divine.
 'Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,
 let angel minds inquire no more. [Refrain]

3 He left his Father's throne above
 (so free, so infinite his grace!),
 humbled himself (so great his love!)
 and bled for all his chosen race.
 'Tis mercy all, immense and free;
 for, O my God, it found out me. [Refrain]

4 Long my imprisoned spirit lay
 fast bound in sin and nature's night;
 thine eye diffused a quick'ning ray;
 I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
 my chains fell off, my heart was free;
 I rose, went forth, and followed thee. [Refrain]

5 No condemnation now I dread;
 Jesus, and all in him, is mine!
 Alive in him, my living Head,
 and clothed in righteousness divine,
 bold I approach th'eternal throne,
 and claim the crown, through Christ, my own. [Refrain] AMEN

TUNE: SAGINA
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SESSION 6
Interpreting the Sacred Text: Further Explorations in Scripture

Interpretation
Chapter 1, paragraph 9 of our Confession deals with the subject of the interpretation of Holy
Scripture. Our forebears utilized principles of interpretation that predated them and the Reformers.
Both the analogy of Scripture and the analogy of faith were not invented during the era of the
Reformation. In fact, the Reformed followed the early church fathers and the fathers followed
Scripture itself. Lectures 5 and 6 will cover these and other related issues, such as Scripture’s use of
itself and what that teaches us about interpreting Scripture today.
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PSALM 99B - THE LORD GOD
REIGNS IN MAJESTY

1 The LORD God reigns in majesty;
 let all the nations quake.
 He dwells between the cherubim;
 let earth's foundations shake.
 Supreme in Zion is the LORD,
 exalted gloriously.
 All nations, praise his name with awe:
 the Holy One is he.

2 The mighty King loves justice well,
 and equity ordains;
 he rules his people righteously
 and faithfulness maintains.
 O magnify the LORD our God,
 let him exalted be;
 in worship at his footstool bow:
 the Holy One is he.

3 When priests and prophets called on God,
 he their petitions heard.
 His cloudy pillar led them on,
 and they obeyed his word.
 Tho' sending judgments for their sins,
 he pardoned graciously.
 Exalt the LORD and worship him:
 the Holy One is he. AMEN

TUNE: ELLACOMBE
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Q&A SESSION

Ask your questions in one of the following ways:
 Scan the QR code for submitting questions1.
Join at slido.com with code CTF20242.
Ask your question live with the microphone.3.

Instructions
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HYMN 570 - DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below:
alleluia, alleluia!
Praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
allelia, alleluia! AMEN

TUNE: LASST UNS ERFREUEN
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FEEDBACK SURVEY

Thank you for attending the Confessing the Faith Conference. 

Please take a moment to scan the QR link and complete the survey, so that
we can make next year’s conference better.

www.ConfessingTheFaith.ca
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